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Phil. 473: Philosophy of Language

Autumn, 2006 / Prof. Boër / T,R 12:30-2:18 / UH 0149

Required Texts:

A. P. Martinich (ed.): The Philosophy of Language (4th Ed.; Oxford, 2001).
W. G. Lycan, Philosophy of Language: A Contemporary Introduction (Routledge, 2006).
Syllabus
Day
Date
Topic and Readings in texts







Thurs., 9/21
Locke and the Nature of Language

· Locke, An Essay Concerning Human Understanding, Book III, Chs. 1-2. (= Selection #36 in Martinich)

· Lycan, Chapters 1 and 5.

Tues., 9/26 
Sense and Reference

· Frege, “On Sense and Nominatum” (= Selection #13 in Martinich)

· Frege, “Thoughts” [handout via e-mail]
Thurs., 9/28 
Definite Descriptions

· Russell, “On Denoting” (= Selection #14 in Martinich)

· Russell, “Descriptions” (= Selection #15 in Martinich)

· Lycan, Chapter 2

Tues., 10/3 
Definite Descriptions, cont’d
· Strawson, “On Referring” (= Selection #17 in Martinich)

· Donnellan, “Reference and Definite Descriptions” (= Selection #18 in Martinich)

· Kripke, “Speaker’s Reference and Semantic Reference” [on E-Reserve]

Thurs., 10/5 
Proper Names

· Mill, “Of Names” (= Selection #19 in Martinich)

· Kripke, Naming and Necessity, Lectures I-II. (= Selection #20 in Martinich)

Tues., 10/10 
Proper Names, cont’d
· Searle, “Proper Names and Intentionality” (= Selection #23 in Martinich)

· Evans, “The Causal Theory of Names” (= Selection #22 in Martinich)

· Lycan, Chapters 3-4 (thru p. 65)

Thurs., 10/12 
Natural Kind Terms

· Kripke, Naming and Necessity, Lecture III. [on E-Reserve]
· Putnam, “Meaning and Reference” (= Selection #21 in Martinich)—see also the longer version “The Meaning of ‘Meaning’” [on E-Reserve]
· Lycan, Chapter 4 (pp. 66-71)

Tues., 10/17 
Reference and Propositional Attitudes

· Quine, “Quantifiers and Propositional Attitudes” (= Selection #26 in Martinich)

· Perry, “The Problem of the Essential Indexical” (= Selection #25 in Martinich)

Thurs., 10/19 
Semantics of Propositional Attitudes

· Kripke, “A Puzzle About Belief” (= Selection #30 in Martinich)

· Davidson, “On Saying That” (= Selection #27 in Martinich)

Tues., 10/24 
Meaning and Communicative Intentions [first paper due today]
· Grice, “Meaning” (= Selection #5 in Martinich)
· Grice, “Utterer’s Meaning and Intentions” [on E-Reserve]

· Lycan, Chapter 7.
Thurs., 10/26 
Verificationism
· Lycan, Chapter 8.

· Hempel, “Empiricist Criteria of Cognitive Significance” (= Selection #1 in Martinich)
· Quine, “Two Dogmas of Empiricism” (= Selection #2 in Martinich)

Tues., 10/31 
Truth and Meaning

· Tarski, “The Semantic Conception of Truth and the Foundations of Semantics” (= Selection #4 in Martinich)

· Davidson, “Truth and Meaning” (= Selection #6 in Martinich)

· Lycan, Chapter 9.

Thurs., 11/2 
Intensional Semantics
· Lewis, “General Semantics” [on E-Reserve]
· Lycan, Chapter 10.

Tues., 11/7 
Semantic Pragmatics
· Kaplan, “Demonstratives” [on E-Reserve]
· Lycan, Chapter 11.

Thurs., 11/9 
Translation, Interpretation, and Indeterminacy

· Quine, Word and Object, Chapter 2. [on E-Reserve]
· Quine, “On the Reasons for Indeterminacy of Translation”, Journal of Philosophy 67 (1970): 178-183. [available online at Jstor.org]
Tues., 11/14 
Translation, Interpretation, and Indeterminacy, cont’d
· Davidson, “Radical Interpretation”, Dialectica 27 (1973): 313-328. [on E-Reserve]
· Davidson, “Belief and the Basis of Meaning” (= Selection #33 in Martinich)

Thurs., 11/16 
Translation, Interpretation, and Indeterminacy, cont’d
· Kripke, Wittgenstein on Rules and Private Language (= Selection #38 in Martinich)

Tues., 11/21 
Speech Acts
[second paper due today]
· Austin, “Performative Utterances” (= Selection #8 in Martinich)

· Searle, “The Structure of Illocutionary Acts” (= Selection #9 in Martinich)

Thurs., 11/23
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
Tues., 11/28 
Speech Acts, cont’d
· Searle, “A Taxonomy of Illocutionary Acts” (= Selection #10 in Martinich)

· Lycan, Chapter 12.

Thurs., 11/30 
Implicative Relations

· Grice, “Logic and Conversation” (= Selection #11 in Martinich)

· Searle, “Indirect Speech Acts” (= Selection #12 in Martinich)

· Lycan, Chapter 13.

Tues., 12/5
Final Examination (1:30-3:18pm)
===============================================================
POLICIES, ETC.

Policy on Late Work and Incompletes: Except in cases of certified illness or other emergency, missed exams CANNOT be made up, late assignments will NOT be accepted, and a grade of “E” will automati​cally be given.  Final grades of “Incomplete” will be given only when arrangements have been made with Prof. Boër prior to the Final Exam.
Getting Help: Prof. Boër’s office hours are Tuesdays and Thursdays, 2:30-3:30pm, in 350A University Hall (other times by appointment only). Prof. Boër can always be reached by e-mail at boer.2@osu.edu .  His office telephone (with voice mail) is 292-8197.  

Attendance:  Daily attendance will be recorded by means of a sign-up sheet distributed at the beginning of each class period.  If you are late to class it is your responsibility to locate and sign the attendance sheet.  Although no grade points are assigned for atten​dance per se, your pattern of attendance will be taken into account in determining whether a borderline final grade is rounded up or down.

Academic Misconduct: In accordance with Faculty Rule 3335-5-487, all suspected cases of academic misconduct (e.g., plagiarism, dishonest practices in connection with exami​nations, etc.) will be reported to the university’s Committee on Academic Misconduct. [For details regarding the definition and treatment of academic misconduct, see the Code of Student Conduct at http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp .]

Disability Services: Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue (phone: 292-3307; TDD 292-0901).  [For further information, see http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/ .]
